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Dear Friends,

For some reason | have found myself thinking about heaven quite a lot over the past few
months. Normally | look for GodOs grace on earth, in daily life, and | find it in such

abundance in the here and now that | donOt spend much time thinking about things on
high.

In the twenty seven years that | have been ordained very few people, have ever asked
me any questions about heaven, so few in fact that | think | can remember every
occasion. This is a bit strange, given that so many of our hymns refer to heaven.
Perhaps we just assume we know what heaven is like, perhaps too, religious fashions
change; heaven was a major topic a hundred years ago but it doesnOt seem to be any
more.

In fact for centuries the religious traditions of the world, including Christianity, have
sought to reflect heaven here on earth. This is very clear in architecture; in the
spaciousness of churches and cathedrals, their proportions, arches, acoudticseanf

light and colour. What was believed to be the sounds of heaven were echoed in church
music, egecially that of the 18 and 14 centuries in the mathematically calculated
harmonies of early polyphony.

Historically most Christians believed that some way everything on earth reflected
heavenly reality. The great historian of the early church, Eusebius of Caesarea even
wrote that the Emperor Constantine ruled on earth in the same way that God ruled in
heaven. In our democratic age that seemseay strange idea. Now we are very
focussed on individual rights and aspirations, but the classic understanding of heaven has
been the City of God, in which individuals find their greatest happiness as members of a
harmonious community of peace, justiaed security. In the City of God there will be

no more death Oneither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymoreO.
Revelation 21.4

Whatever our understanding of heaven the image of a place where there is no more
pain and suffering is immensaelgractive. All over our secular western world this is
driving scientific and technical innovation. This is particularly true in the field of
embryonic research, which might offer new possibilities for infertility treatment and
some cures for terrible dieases including cancer.

But these developments bring with them new ethical as well as technological challenges.
Scientific research is crossing new boundaries and generating new questions about the
definition and meaning of human life. New technologiest a lot of money; in this

world of finite resources who should benefit from the new possibilities which science
opens up? How should we decide these things, and who make the decisions? And as



we wrestle with questions about life and fertility we afswd ourselves wondering about
death, and whether we should grant suffering people with terminal conditions the right
to choose the moment when their life on earth will end.

However difficult it is to deal with these issues, we donOt stop yearning fireah
world. But faced with tragedies like the cyclone in Burma or the earthquake in China
we are confronted with the realisation that, however much we research and spend, life
in this world is urpredictable and finite. No matter how much we try to te€t our

idea of heaven in our arrangements on earth, at some point we just have to let heaven
be heaven. Here we have to live with life as is, not as it ought to be.

Ultimately thatOs what religion is about: a way of dealing with the reality that we
experience in this world. 1tOs not an escape; itOs an engagement. What gives religion its
enduring vitality is that this way of engaging with reality, especially the reality of human
pain and distress, is the way which leads to the discovery of GodOstlyeaeslisation

of a new dimension of netechnological possibilities which offer us new ways of living.
This is the way that Jesus pioneered.

This is what we are trying to live out in our church. We can glimpse these possibilities
on a spiritual retrat, at the church fair, on Sunday mornings as we come together, but
also day by day as we go about our life and work. Every moment of encounter offers us
an opportunity to catch or create a reflection of heaven, a moment in which we can
make eye contactacknowledge one anotherOs humanity and dignity and celebrate in a
split second our membership of one human community.

Of course we can do much more than that, but in this limited world it is really
important that our efforts begin in this way. This ietlvay of heaven. The alternative

is that what our science offers becomes just more commodities to help us fulfil our
unlimited dreams as consumers, with no acknowledgement of our neighbours needs or
gifts. That seems to be the way of hell. As alw@ypsl gives us the choice.

God bless you in all that you do,

Chris Lyon



Celebrating 50 years in Luxembourg, donOt miss this great
family day outE

The 2008 Cht{rch Fair 5
Sunday 8" June at IOAncien Prieur?Z,
14 rue de Boevange, Useldange

This yearOs English Speaking Church Faif on 8
June is one of anniversaries.

Not only is the Anglican Church in
Luxembourg celebrating its 50 year
anniversary, but the Church Fair is coming of
age, as it will be the 2loccasion it has been
held at IOARN PrieurZ in Useldange.

So what can you expect from this yearOs
extravaganza? Well, after the official opening
by the American Ambassador Ann Wagner at
12.30pm, there will be a chance to show off
your prize pet at the dog show, musical
entertainment fran the Waldbillig Youth Band
and dancing from the Jeanette HutchineOs _
School of Dance, plus other exciting activities <.
necessitating audience participation such as the return of the Tug of War, for which
teams are required (please contact the-aalinator, Andrew Butler on if you would

like to enter your team)

There will be a number of exciting stalls, including books, so you can stock up on
holiday reading, toys, jewellery and accessories, home produce, plants and many more.
Food and drink, including changme, will be on offer throughout the day, so there are

no worries about going hungry.

There will be many activities for children throughout the day. A bouncy castle, a bungee
running track, splat the rat, and a duck race just to mention a few, alongchildirenOs
races, and games and amusements throughout the day.

Raising ovet 13,000 for deserving charity, clear a space in your agenda and come along
to a great day out!

Entrance fee: 4 € per person 8 € per family

Note...If you can help with any donatis for this years fair, gifts for the tombola stand,
home produce. Alternatively if you would like to enter a team for the-tigvar or
you want to help us on the day please contact endaitirew@selfinvestment.com




DONATIONS PLEASE !

Books

OYou donOt have to burn books to destroy a culture. Just get people to
stop reading themO
(Ray Bradbury

The Church Fair Bookstall  positivelyencourages reading
and would very much like your surplus books.

Please ring or email
Jane Wickens (87 96 74), jane.wickens@vo.lu;
Ann Alder (43 26 04), rajalder@vonet.lu;
Sue Desroches (42 07 25), diaporama@vo.lu;
or Barbara Thomson (25 30 37), thomson@pt.lu.

We may be able to pick books up if transport is aghlem. Thank you in advance.

White Elephants!

Anyone with donations for th&Vhite Elephant  stall should contadPam or Alan
Carlisle on 35 63 39
(or emailpamela@sarumlux.net  or alan@sarumlux.net ).

We can, by arrangement, collect contributionsrir
addresses within the GraAduchy, or they may be
delivered to us at 2 Henerecht;6370 Haller,
up to and including Saturda$) June;

Contributions may also be left at the chapel on
Sundays 25May and T June;

We would strongly prefer not to acept contributions on the day of the Fair itself.



Pictures, Posters, & Frames

Do you have an Old Master in your attic that you
no longer want?

Would you like to make more space on your walls by
discarding pictures that you no longer look at?
Have you just moved into a new abode
and are looking at blank walls?

If you answered "yes" to any of these questions,
then maybe | can help.

A new stall offering pictures, posters and frames
will make its first appearance at the Church Fair
that will take place on Sunday 8 June at Useldange.

Please callulia Kelly (31 10 21 ) if you have items to donate; alternatively come
along on the day and see if you can find that masterpiece you've been looking for.

Remember: all money raised goes to charit
Thank you for your support.



Cakes

Cake$\ Either homemade or bought, are required for the Tea Tent.

Please just bring them along foon the day
or contact
Carole on 691 438425 for more details.

&

Bags and Baubles

The Jewellery Stall is looking for your contributions, preferably in the form of
Hermes, Mulberry and ChloZ bags and baubles from Theo Fennell or Garrards.
However, lessemarque®f handbag (in good condition) or jewaty will be most
gratefully acceptet We will also take unwanted scarves, but please, no belts or
gloves.

All the money we shall raise will go to charity.
Please call Barbara Thomson (25 30 37) or
Anthea MacDonald (43 51 08)
to offer your valuables
Thank you very much.




12:30pm
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6:00pm

The Church Fair
Sunday 8 t June 2008

Schedule of events

Opening presentation by the American
Ambassador, Ann Wagner

Music from the  Waldbillig Youth Band

Dance show by the Jeanette H  utchines
School of Dance

ChildrenOs Running Races - to register your place at
the front entrance or the Brownies stall

The Waldbillig Youth Band
The Dog Show - registration at pets corner

The Duck Race - have you got a duck in the race?
You can get one from the ScoutOs stall

The Tug -of-War contest Bwould you like to be in a
team? Register with Victoria at the ScoutsO stall

Close

—

WA fast”  Foyer
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The Grococks

Q. What nationality are you?
A. We are all British, although Thomas, now three, was born in France and Joshua was
born here in Luxembourg, a few months after we arrived.

Q. How long have you lived in Luxegour
A. We moved here from Paris in June 2007.

Q. Paris sounds glamorous... tell us a bit about your life prior to the arrival of Thomas and
Joshua...

A.Quiet! Married life started in Geneva. Sam worked in Marketing and Communications
in London organisinfand participating in) events, before starting a new and totally
different job with the UN in Geneva. Our weekends were spent skiing. Jon sang and
played hockey (a lot). We moved to Paris just before Thomas was born so life changed
pretty much as soon ase arrived in France.

Q.Why have you moved to Luxembourg?
A. With Jon's work. He works for HSBC Private Bank and was given the opportunity of
a role here- we jumped at the chance.

Q. What are your interests and are you able to continue these irutgxembo

A. The boys (rather than Luxembourg) have led to a change in focus. Jon has struggled
to find time to play hockey and sing. He has started to play more golf very recently. Sam
hastaken on a role as a BLC Area Rep and she sells Phoenix Cards andestati
organising sales and coffee mornings.

Q. How did you find the Anglican church here and what are your initial impressions?
A. We found the church on the web and have found it to be very welcoming. We make
good use of the coffee and biscuits aftee tervice!



Q. Do you attend any nSanday church events? (e.g. Young adults group, choir etc.)

A. Sam and the boys go to Parents, Tinies and Toddlers. Jon is hoping to sing with the
choir when travel commitments allow. Sam helps out with the editinh@Church

website and is also involved with the Church Fete on the Home Produce stall so will be
requesting cakes, jams, etc in the not too distant future from any willing volunteer.

Q. Is there anything else you would like to see happening withicaheCAarch?
We are both happy with a traditional style church.

Q. What is your favourite hymn and why?

A. We have two:

"Guide me o thou great Redeemerbecause it is a good rowdy shout for the chaps in
the congregation, and,

"Hark the Herald AngelSing™ because it is a good rowdy shout for the chaps...

Q. If you had a day free how would you choose to spend it?
A. Jon woulddeally start the day with an early round of golf, before joining the family
for a bike ride or a walk followed by a long lim@referably a BBQyith friends.

EEEEEEEEEEEE

The British Rainbows, Brownies and Guides
are organising a
table -top sale
from 10am - 4pm on Saturday 21st June
in the grounds of the Guide arfsicout chalet,
6la rue de Treves, Cents.

The sale will include secorthnd DVDs, CDs, games,
books, toys and many other bargains.

There will be refreshments provided,
hot and cold drinks, hot dogs, thuringers and hemade cakes,
so do come and havenanjoyable afternoon.
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SUNDAY SERVICES

9.30 am
Holy Communion (said)

11:00 am
Holy Communion (sung)
with hymns and sermon.

During this service a creche is provided.
There is Sunday School for all ages and Junior
Church.

Tea, coffee and juice are served after the service.

6.30pm
Choral Evensong (usually 1st Sunday in month
except January & August)

Sunday 29 June
Family Service at 11:00am

Please note...

At the request of Bishop David, Joan Lyon will be in Helsinki 1

three weeks in June,
Friday 18 DMonday 36,
covering for the priest there who is ill.




WHAAAT? ARE YOU SER I10US? YOU MUST BE J OKING!

These were just some of thexpressions of disbelief that greeted me when | announced
to my nearest and dearest that | would be going on a silent retreat in a Cistercian
monastery.

Any doubts | might have had about the wisdom of this decision dissipated rapidly when
our group of 16 suls in search of spiritual succour assembled in the beautiful grounds
of Orval Abbey in the Belgian Ardennes on 25 April 2008.

After settling into our simple accommodation and exploring our surroundings, we
gathered for our first silent meal in a largenihg hall, served by a jolly monk. The
Trappist beer direct from the adjacent brewery was a staple with every meal, as was the
delicious cheese produced in the AbbeyOs dairy.

After our evening meal, we were welcomed by Joan and introduced to the RisenAl
White who would lead us on a series of reflections over the weekend. Always though
provoking, Alison became our mentor and encouraged us to leave our burdens behind,
focus on our relationship with God, and take away what He has given. With her
guidchnce, we started on a spiritual journey that was to be profoundly moving.

In this place of sanctuary and peace, the only sounds weresbird, the occasional peal

of church bells, and burbling brooks. | felt a weight lifted from my shoulders. Blesse
by fine weather, and with no intrusions or distractions from the outside world, we were
free either to remain in the hospice grounds or roam further afield exploring the woods
and grounds surrounding the Abbey. It was a joy to have time to ourselwes,
concentrate, to think, to read, to ponder or just to do nothing at all.

A chapel had been set aside for the use of our group for the programme of regular
worship that Joan had organised for us during our stay. We felt immensely privileged to
also be Howed to attend the services held in the Abbey in the presence of the
Cistercian monks whose daily routine revolves around seven regular offices. Rising at 4
a.m. to attend Vigil was an unforgettable experience. | hasten to add that attendance
was entiely optional, but | have to confess that the temptation of also joining in lauds,
vespers and compline was too strong to resist. After all, wheuld | ever have the
chance to worship in &oman Catholic monastery?

CLN
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Our time to leave came all too sm; we all agreed that not only had it been an
enriching experience, but it would be a good place to return to whenever we felt in



need of spiritual sustenance. | came away refreshed and with a feeling of deep inner
peace.

Ah! But did you keep the silee, | hear you ask? Well now, thatOs for us to know and
you to wonder. In fact, why not find out for yourself? Beg Joan to organise another
retreat and put your name down on the list of participants as soon as possible, because |
suspect that a fair maber of our group will be signing up again.

Julia Kelly

EEEand some further from reflections from Karen Mason

The Orval Abbey is a new construction, having been rebuilt between 1926 and 1948.
On 8 September 2008 the Cistessi monastery will observe the BGnniversary of its
consecration, but ruins on the grounds are a reminder that the monastery dates from
medieval times.

The original Abbey at Orval was completely destroyed in th& d@ntury by forces in

the French Renlution. Visitors these days follow a sgliided tour through the ruins,
bricks and stones weathered by time and the elements. The ruins lay just outside the
wall of the courtyard and contrast markedly with the serenity found in the inner
courtyard with ts reflecting pool. We were all quite happy to have the fair weather.
Alison, our speaker, remarked that the weekend was the first opportuBityme or
weatherwisebthat she had had to sit outside. All of us could probably have echoed the
same statemenfThe good weather enabled us to explore the ruins and mull over what
we heard and experienced.

Our retreat group met for the first reflection after the Friday evening meal. Alison
encouraged us to practice the art of sitting still. OKeep breathing.flyDé&e two talks

on Saturday, she shared insights about life lived in community, referencing the Rule of St.
Benedict. For evidence of the fruits of living life according to this Rule, we had but to
look around us at the monks and the grounds of the AbBHEye Cistercian monks who

run the monastery and hostellerie, continue to observe the liturgy of the hours, a
practice begun centuries ago by St. Benedict. We were welcome to join the monks in
the main cathedral as they gathered at regular intervals formogy and prayer. A few

of us rose in time for Vigil, the 04:00 liturgy. The fourth reflection by Rev. White was
given on Sunday. Her overall theme was OWeighing our anchorO, ironic in landlocked
Luxembourg but nevertheless very pertinent and her thredexfons on this theme
invited us to look at OStability®, OAdventureO and OFreedomO. She spoke about the
freedom and restriction of faith, the context in which we live in faith by faith. Chaplain
Joan Lyon led in worship.



When | left | was rested, aftehe quiet time apart. | also left with food for thought and
a special feeling of connection to the others who had attended.

Retreat at Abbaye dO(

25D 27 April 200¢

Rev. Alison White, Retreaa&e!
Chaplain Joan Lyon, Retreat Di
and Worship Leac

Archdeaconry Choir Festival

Every year, our choir meets with the other choirs of the chaplaincies of the
Archdeaconry ofNorth-West Europe (basically those from the Benelux countries,
together with some from adjacent regions) to sing, in the context of a service, larger
scale works than would otherwise be possible individually. This year, the festival, with
the theme of ORjtimageO, will take place in Luxembourg, at the church of NDame

de la Misericorde, avenue Graiic Jean, Howald, on Saturday 31st May at 4.30 p.m.

The service will be led by our own Chris Lyon; Matthew Owens (Organist and Master
of the Choristers atWells Cathedral) will conduct; and Roger Goodwyn (Organist of
the church of the Holy Trinity, Walferdange) will play the organ.

The music will include:
OBaptism PrayerQ, by Richard Shephard, Chamberlain of York Minster;

OO for a closer walk with GodOy I&rayston (OBIllO) Ives, Informator Choristarum
(that's the posh term for the Director of Music) of Magdalen College, Oxford, and
former King's Singer;

OHow Lovely are the MessengersO from the oratorio OSt PaulO, by Felix Mendelssohn;
Nunc Dimittis in Cby Sir Charles Villiers Stanford;

OCome praise the SaintsO by Simon Mold, which boasts parts for no fewer than three
trumpets!

All are welcome to share in the act of worship;
please join us!



Strawberries for Tea

An afternoon tea party, consisting mainly of
Strawberries and cream, was held on Saturd:
17 May . It was an occasion for the families ¢
babies recently christened, new members of
Church creche and the Tinieend Toddler
Group to mingle and meet one another as we
as a few longer term church members and
clergy. The kiddies all had a lovely time and
fortunately the rain held off just long enough.

The Parents, Tinies and Toddler group me
every alternate Monaly in the Vicarage. Ple¢
contact Charmaine Cole for more informatic
on 511 468. If you would like information o
christening your child please contact i
Reverend Joan Lyon.




Could carbon off setting work for me?

For the sake of the planet's survival, we all want to cut down the amount of
carbon emissions we produce. The generally accepted way of doing this, for
both businesses and individuals, is first to measure or "carbon footprint"
the emssions, then to find a way of reducing or avoiding them, and finally,
the emissions that cannot be reduced or avoided are quantified and offset.

So, on a personal level, looking at transport for instance (transport and
heating are the two major factorsof carbon emissions), if | walked or
cycled to church every Sunday this would not produce any emissions apart
from what | produce by breathing (and | canOt avoid that). If | went by bus
this would produce 80g of CO2 per km, or train would be 25g of CO2 per
km. But | live about 15 km from church and there is a steep hill; there
arenOt any buses on Sundays, and the train goes at an inconvenient time and
then | still have to get from the station. The car looks like a much more
attractive and practical optiorso if | canOt, or donOt want to, reduce or
avoid the 310g of CO2 per km produced by an average car in town, how
would offsetting work?

The principle behind offsetting, put simply, is that to make up for the
carbon you produce where you are, you pay forreduction in carbon
somewhere else. Many people think that this mainly involves planting trees,
as a tree will absorb a certain amount of carbon during its life, but there are
problems with this.

It is difficult to assess with any certainty how much oarla tree actually
absorbs over the course of its life. If a tree dies and is burnt or
decomposes, all the carbon it has absorbed is released into the atmosphere
again, which could make the climate situation worse rather than better.
Trees live for up to D0 years. Ensuring that forests are managed effectively
over this kind of timescale is almost impossible to guarantee due to the
likelihood of unforeseen issues and changes. There is simply not enough
land area available to offset all emissions, so thnsneaer be a longerm
solution.

A better solution is to promote:
¥ renewable energpthis replaces nomenewable fuel such as coal or
fuel oll,
¥ energy efficiencPthis reduces the amount of fuel needed



¥ clean technologyp this uses clean technology reduce the level of
emissions

And in fact it is very easy to give money towards projects that are doing
this. A lot of the projects our church is already supporting through its
charity giving are working in this area (e.g. sustainable agriculture at
Bungokho, solar panels at the Nest Children's home), and the intention is
to add more environmental projects this year. So to offset the carbon |
produce in getting to church, all I need do is put a bit extra in the collection
bag, and 10% of that will go one of the charities the Church supports.

Or | could send a donation directly to a charity doing this kind of
development work. There are some extremely interesting projects listed
on the website http://www.cdmgoldstandard.oBgee under OMarketplaceO
and then Oproject developersO. 1tOs nice to think that a small investment in a
third world project could not only improve the everyday lives of poor
people but also help to combat climate change.

Philippa Seymour

Many thanks to Hugo Seymour and hisasogn@&HG Lda, who provided much of the
information on which this article is based.

Welcome to TeenxPats

TeenxPats is a free online community dedicated to, well,
teenage expats!
As many of us leave our original countries to live life in different ple
all over the worldwe suddenly realise it's not quite what we expecte
It's not as easy as it says on the tv!

But never fear! You're not alone!
Teenxpats is not only a website dedicated to what we think is
interesting, it's a community of teenagers who've done somgthi
remarkable with their lives (willingly or not), they've moved to anott
country, experienced another culture and have learnt
(or are learning) a new language.

So browse the site, read what interests you, talk in our forums ar
connect with people wb are going through the same as you




Church Flowers

Thank you for your continued support week by week; the flowers always
look beautifulAlsoto all those ladies who contributed to the Easter
flowersfor Confirmation Sunday. These special Sundays are an ideal
opportunity for learning a little more about flower arranging in church.

As you can see from the photograph both Kate and Antheaeh&ad from
a little tuition. Julia Kelly has recently joined our team and will be helping
occasionally, welcome.

Here is the rota for the next few Sundays:
May 25th  Pauline Lloyd,

June 1st  Jill Ghelfi,

June 15th Julia Kelly,

June 22nd Ann Overstadl,

June 29th Yvonne Hay,

July 6th Sally Genazzini,

July 13th  FREE,

July 20th  Ann Alder,

July 27th  Wendy Loasby.

If you would like to join the team of flower ladies or take up the offer on
July 13th please call Liz Alexander 333069



Communion and Commemorative Kneelers
for the 50th Anniversary

These have arrived and work is in progress on 5 out of the 6 ordered. If
you would like to contributeyour basic cross stitch skills there is still work
to be done and is really very g If you or your childrerf that's how easy
they are ) would like to make one please let me know.

A single Kneeler has been designed depicting the new logo of the church
and the dates. These can be personalised by adding names around the sides.

Donations toward the cost can bmade to the church account indicating
Communion KneelersThe cost for a single kneeler is 40; some of this will
go toward the cost of the Communion Kneelers.

Liz Alexander 333069

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Weddings

19 April Marjorie and John Brankin
23 April Lisa Wegner and Olivier de Wykerslooth de Royestein
26 April Katherine Bond and Mark Lissauer

Funerals

Ronald Charles Sturges (23 October 19306 March 2008)
John Anthony White (21 August 1953.3 April 2008)
Roger Henry Jargi(20 June 193823 April 2008)
Doris Alice Elizabeth Whiteside (13 August 1915
5 May 2008)



Chatrities

Church Fair

Sunday School &

Junior Church

Music & Choir

Junior Choir

Creche

Coffee

Readers 11 am

Readers 9.30am

Ecumenical

Representative

Intercessions

Flowers

Child Protection

Konvikt Editors

Konvikt
Distribution

Webmaste r

Church Officials

Roderick Dunnett 44 09 25
dunnett@pt.lu

Andrew Butler 26259893
andrew@self-investment.com

Joan Lyon 43 95 93
joan.lyon@anglican.lu

Alan Carlisle 35 63 39
alan@sarum.net

Edward Seymour 35 90 97
eseymour@pt.lu

Liz Schmidtke 26 48 21 33
tammytot@mweb.co.za

Carole Vlachavas 43 84 25
carole.vlachavas@europarl.europa.eu

Jane Wickens 87 96 74
jane.wickens@vo.lu

Richard Deeley 33 77 87
rdeeley@pt.lu

Moira Hogg 34 70 42
moira.hogg@europarl.europa.eu

Catherine Allen 33 34 57
allen@vo.lu

Liz Alexander 33 30 69
106657.1035@compuserve.com

Hilary Cole 78 91 84
hilaryfcole@hotmail.com

Charmaine Cole charmainecole@aim.com

51 14 68

Rani Roloff ranisubaiya@yahoo.com
26 36 21 17

Elaine Birch 43 95 93

office@anglican.lu

Christopher Vaudrey 23 63 00 35
vaudrey@vol.lu



