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Dear Friends,
Just over fifteen years ago | spent a day in Bethlehem.

It was not a visit that changed my life, but it was an important moment. |
remember the details very clearly (although | can’t remember the date, which
gives my recollection of the journey a sort of gospel feeling: - no dates in the
gospels either.)

| remember the long uphill journey on a difficult winding road to the town, which
was visible from some distance, perched on the hills. Not a rich landscape, but
attractive in its way. | was travelling with a group of a dozen clergy of different
denominations and backgrounds. We arrived in Manger Square on a Friday
afternoon, just as the imam was delivering his sermon in the town’s central
mosque, from where it was loudly amplified. None of us spoke or understood
Arabic, but we all recognised the familiar tone of a sermon delivered with some
fervour. Jesus is mentioned some 35 times in the Qu’ran, sometimes as the
Messiah, AlMasih,mostly as Jesus, Son of Mary , "lbn Miryamand he is always
referred to with reverence. Knowing this helped some of us to feel that the
noise of the long sermon, though intrusive, was not alienating.

Entering the Church of the Nativity, and going down into the cave that for most
of the Christian era has been identified as the site of Jesus’ birth, was a strange
experience. This is a landmark place. | had been aware of this place since earliest
childhood, and visited it mentally every Christmas, and now | was standing where
the manger is supposed to have been, in the “little town” of Bethlehem.

The holy sites are never quite what you expect them to be. They are spiritually
and emotionally charged, but they are also challenging. This is a place half the
world’s population of six billion regard as a sacred site. Two billion Christians of
every denomination identify it as the place of Jesus’ birth, as do one billion
Muslims. So the sense of connectedness is very strong. But there is always a lot
of grit as well as grace. This is a place which expresses division as well as unity,
and even more so since the wall has been built, separating Israel from Palestine,
and being somehow particularly visible around Bethlehem.

Bethlehem is challenging, but it doesn’t stop being holy. Perhaps it’s a place
which helps us to understand that holiness is not just about hushed tones and
soft lighting, but also about something new and valuable being created through



blood, sweat, tears and prayer; a birthplace of new relationships between God
and between peoples.

All this came to mind last week when | was having a coffee in the cafeteria of the
European School where | teach a few hours per week. Two of my colleagues at
the European school had visited Bethlehem recently, separately, and unknown to
each other, a few weeks apart. Their groups were snapped for the souvenir
photograph, and then the photographer showed the second group a picture of
the first, which he had taken a few weeks before. There was a moment of
surprised recognition, which back in Luxembourg provoked an engaging
conversation that just happened to take place right next to me.

It wasn’t the sort of conversation | have every day. We shared something of the
stories that had taken us to Bethlehem, and our discovery of the warm hospitality
of the local people, mostly through our guides and drivers, one of whom had to
quickly take time off because his son had just been shot. We talked about the
organisations that work there, and the financial difficulties they face at this time
and about the almost desperate hope that the local people have that foreigners
will continue to make pilgrimages. One of the colleagues, with whom | had never
really talked until then, has been supporting an Arabic hospital there for many
years, and has come to know at first hand some of the issues which its citizens
face. Both colleagues are involved in the wider church scene in Luxembourg, and
have interfaith links too, and in different ways have indirect connections with the
political establishment of Luxembourg and the European Union. So in the space
of thirty minutes we touched some of the spiritual, social, political, and security
issues of that place. .

Above all we talked personally, and shared something of ourselves, at a deeper
level than we would otherwise have done at a coffee break. | felt as if on this day
Bethlehem had somehow visited me and showed me again the rawness and the
spiritual warmth which are both revealed there. A powerful Advent moment.

This Christmas, when you catch sight of a Nativity scene, and see the baby Jesus
lying in the manger, give God thanks for the hope that was kindled 2,000 years
ago. Journey in your mind for a moment and pray for Bethlehem. Pray too for
the fragile peace process between Israelis and Palestinians, which as | write today
has just re-commenced in Anapolis, and which may hold the key to peace in the
much wider region.

Whatever challenges you face in this festive season, may you also find grace. May
you find peace in all your relationships, and may God bless you this Christmas.
Chris Lyon
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BISHOP’S ADVENT APPEAL

Each year, as in Advent we prepare for Christmas, and the celebration of
God’s amazing love and grace in his coming among us in the Child of Bethlehem, |
ask the Christian people of the Diocese in their many congregations to respond
with generous love to the needs of others. This year my Appeal is for ‘Friends of
Children in Romania’, a small charity which supports children previously
incarcerated in grim orphanages and now brought to live as a family in houses in a
village at the foot of the Carpathaian mountains bought by the Friends of
Children in Romania. From being abandoned and neglected and unloved they
have flourished in a loving and caring environment. You can read more about it
on their web-site: www.friendsofromanianchildren.org.uk

The ‘Friends of Romania’ does good work, as | know from at least one
English parish that are keen supporters. But like all small charities in order to do
the work to which it is committed it needs funds. A recent big rise in the cost of
living, and in particular of the salaries of those who care for the children, has
meant that there is an urgent need for support. Please give generously to enable

this good work to continue.

With every blessing,
+GEOFFREY

Diocesan Bishop:
The Right Reverend Dr Geoffrey Rowell
Bishop of Gibraltar in Europe



INTRODUCING...
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Duncan, Joanne, Laura, Kristy, and Eleanor Smith

I) What nationality are you/your family?
All of the family are British but our youngest daughter (Eleanor) was born
in Washington D.C., USA, and has dual nationality.

2) You are new to Luxembourg so tell us a bit about your life
in the US.

We moved to Luxembourg this February (not the best time of year!)
after nearly seven years in the US. Duncan worked at the World Bank
and travelled quite a lot - things became rather hectic when Paul
Wolfowitz took over from Jim Wolfensohn as President. There was no
mutual recognition of Joanne's qualifications to work as a dental hygienist,
so she was unable to continue her career but worked at the local
community centre teaching dance to young children. Kirsty was 6 weeks
old when she arrived in the United States so she and Eleanor have no
memories of the UK other than holidays. Whilst we were in the US, we
experienced the terror of 9/1l, a severe snowstorm,a sniper
shooting people randomly at bus stops and petrol stations (including a
woman loading her purchases into her car at our local DIY/hardware
store), Hurricane Isabel and a plague of cycadas (large flying but harmless
bugs) which only emerge once every |7 years. There were some who
suggested it was time for the Smith family to leave! There are a wide
range of cultural and linguistic differences between Luxembourg and the
USA (even down to mundane processes like shopping, registering at
school and buying a car), so it has been an interesting but at times difficult
process of assimilation for the family.

3) Why have you moved to Luxembourg ?

The decision to move to Luxembourg was based on Duncan changing his
job (he now works at EIB) but included a number of factors such as
wanting to be closer to family and friends in the UK (the grandparents
are not getting any younger and one is a cancer survivor), a desire for



our children to learn languages and to experience more of the wide
variety of cultures/sights/foods etc. of continental Europe. It is easy to
become accustomed to the American lifestyle and we realised that the
longer we stayed, the more difficult it would be to leave - we made some
great friends in the US (both Americans and internationals) and
particularly miss them on US holidays like Memorial Day (end of
May), Independence Day (July 4)and Thanksgiving (normally the last
Thursday in November). Laura keeps up with her American friends by e-
mail and webcam.

4) Tell us a bit about your family.

Joanne and Duncan come originally from the north of England
(from opposite sides of the Pennines) but two of our children were born
in London, where we studied, lived and worked for twelve years -
Duncan as a prosecutor and Joanne as a dental hygienist in a maxilo-facial
hospital department and in private practice. We have three daughters -
Laura (13) the eldest is crazy about soccer (she supports Chelsea, Bury
and DC United and plays on the U-14 Hostert team), loves reading and
plays the piano, Kirsty (7) enjoys dancing and swimming and attends
scouts and Ella (4) likes to dance, draw/paint and do puzzles.

5) What are your interests and are you able to continue these
in Luxembourg?

We enjoy music (in many forms), dancing, cycling, gardening, camping and
playing games and sports outdoors. Unfortunately, the weather in
Luxembourg this summer did little to encourage us to play tennis or
swim outdoors as we would have done in the US.

6) How did you find the Anglican church here and what are
your initial impressions?

We started researching churches in Luxembourg when Duncan applied
for the job at EIB. We are not "natural" Anglicans - both Joanne and
Duncan were brought up in the United Reformed Church (URC - a
combination of congregational and presbyterian traditions) and
worshipped at URCs in Bloomsbury and Wimbledon (London) before we
moved to the USA, where we joined a Presbyterian Church. The folks
here who answer questions via the church website (Chris Vaudrey,
Phillippa Seymour etc.) were incredibly helpful with the myriad of
questions we had when preparing to come over, so a big thank you to
them for their assistance and patience!

We sometimes (even now) have problems following the service through
the different pages/books/chants etc. as well as knowing when to stand or
sit, but we particularly enjoy the traditional hymns, many of which we
missed out on (either altogether or sung to a different tune) whilst we
were in the US. We used to sing a hymn to the tune of the British
national anthem on July 4, a surreal experience! We greatly enjoyed the
Church fete in June.



7) Do you attend any non-Sunday church events? (e.g. Young
adults group, choir etc....)

We attended the local group meeting at Moria Hogg's house a few weeks
ago but week-day meetings are difficult (because of work travel, soccer
practices, homework, bedtimes, babysitters etc.).

8) Is there anything else you would like to see happening
within the Anglican Church?

The Presbyterian Church we attended in the US provided coffee
between services - the family service started at 8.45am and finished at
9.50am (sunday school and adult classes ran from 10.05am - 10.50am)
and the second (repeat) service started at | lam, so that folks from both
services could mix. Is that an option here, even on an occasional
basis? We sometimes leave rather than stay for coffee after the |lam
service as makes it a long time until lunch for the children. The moves to
examine and reduce the environmental impact of the church are
encouraging.

9) What is your favourite hymn and why?

There are a number of hymns written to the rousing tune Regent Square,
in particular one entitled "Glory be to God the Father". This tune was, |
believe, named after the URC church in London where Duncan and
Joanne used to worship as students (between Kings Cross and Russell
Square), next door to the URC Headquarters - a modern building has
replaced a magnificent stone building destroyed by the last bomb
dropped on London during World War Il

10) If you had a day free, how would you choose to spend it?

Preferably outdoors. Duncan would go to see Bury (English League
Division 2) play football or go hiking in the Lake District - Joanne
prefers the Yorkshire Dales...! The children enjoy hearing grandparents
recount tales "from the olden days".



Christmas Carols

The Christmas Tree Singers will be singing Christmas carols in the
Place d’Armes on Sunday 16 December from 3pm
(after the Church’s Christmas lunch)
They will sing mostly old favourites
with one or two modern or modified
carols thrown in.
Everyone is invited to come along, both to listen and join in the
singing.
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Christmas cards

Philippa Seymour will be selling Christmas cards in aid of
Action Aid's development projects in the third worid,
after the 11 a.m. service on
2, 9 and 16 December and
the Advent Carol Service on 2 December.

There are five different designs and
the price is EUR 7 for a pack of 10

BOOKSTALL IN NEED - AN OPEN LETTER
Dear Book Lovers,

I'm very sad to say that, after 19 years, | must give up doing the Bookstall at
the Church Fair. [I've been selling second-hand books for 40 years and,
after this summer's back surgery, the Church Fair Bookstall is just a bridge
too far.

As many of you will be aware, the llula Orphan Program has been
collecting various goods for their projects, and they wrote to the Chaplains
asking, inter aliafor books to start an English library. "It was meant to be,"
as my mother would say, and | have given them the bookstall. They came



on the |2th October with a very large car to start the books on their
journey to Tanzania.

This means that whoever takes over the Bookstall will be able to start
afresh with a new inventory and system - in other words he or she won't
have to do it my way. There has never been any shortage of donations and
the stock had become huge and cumbersome.

So...please think about whether you would enjoy running the Bookstall. |
have loved doing it, and it does raise a significant sum every year, all of
which goes to charity. This year we made well over ! 2000.

| will be very happy to hand over all the information | have accumulated
over the years, such as contacts, ideas, possible helpers etc, and to help in
any way | can. | would also be delighted to work on the Bookstall under
someone else, and | think | could manage not to offer unsolicited advice.

For further discussion, please call (33 34 57) or email (allen@vo.lu).
Thank you for supporting the Bookstall and for giving me the pleasure of

depriving you of, and then selling to you, your books.

Catherine Allen

Testing the Literary Waters

It has been suggested that there might be interest in a reading group with a
spiritual twist among members of the congregation. This could meet perhaps
once a month to talk about a book which all members have read, and novels with
religious content could alternate with non-fiction to give a varied menu.

Joan Lyon has suggested non-fiction authors such as Kathleen Fischer (Women at

the Well),Sheila Cassidy (Good Friday Peoplhn Polkinghorne (Scientists as
Theologiansperard W Hughes (God of Surprises)nd Joan Chittister (In Search
of Beliefko name a few.



Catherine Allen has suggested novels by Graham Green, Evelyn Waugh, Chaim
Potok, Antonia White, Mikhail Bulgakov, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Mrs Humphry
Ward, C S Lewis, Barbaras Pym and Kingsolver - the list is endless and you will all
have your own ideas.

Catherine has offered to organise , but not necessarily lead, the group. Meetings
could take place in either daytime or evening, at Catherine's or at rotating venus.

If you are interested in taking part in such an enterprise, please contact Joan or
Catherine and state your preferences (Catherine is less busy). We would probably
want a minimum amber of eight or so to engender good discussions.

Let us know what you think. Catherine is at allen@vo.lu;
33 34 57. Joan is at joan.lyon@anglican.lu; 43 95 93.

GOD A DELUSION?
Christian Faith and Richard Dawkins

Over 50 people attended the lecture and discussion on Sunday
November 25t in the Salle Reinsheim, and stayed in large
numbers until just after 10.30pm.

The lecture, which was given by the Chaplain, the Rev’d Chris Lyon, was a
response to Richard Dawkins latest book, “The God Delusion” Richard Dawkins
is Charles Symoni Professor of the Public Understanding of Science at Oxford
University, and a best-selling author and campaigning atheist.

The lecture, which was perhaps longer than its author had intended, gave an
overview of the book, which it seemed most of the audience had not read. The
book is quite technical in parts, and the lecture was correspondingly detailed,
though punctuated with a certain amount of humour. In response to the charge
that belief in God is a delusion, Chris Lyon wanted to argue that belief in God is
both reasonable and life giving, whilst admitting immediately that the existence of



God could never be proved, and that religion was often unhealthy and could even
be dangerous.

The lecture was well received and after a short break for refreshment provoked
a lot of questions and some lively discussion. Feedback seemed very positive, and
300 euros were raised for the Bangladesh Emergency Appeal.

The text of the lecture will appear on the website www.anglican.lu, or can be
obtained from the Church office:
office@anglican.lu

CHURCH FLOWERS

The present flower rota is available on our website and posted on the notice board at
the back of church. The new system seems to be running smoothly but please
remember to notify any changes to Chris Vaudrey, the chaplains and myself.

Christmas is looming and I'm looking for volunteers to help decorate the church
sometime during the day of Christmas Eve.

There are only 6 Sundays between Christmas and Lent next year and the following
people are on the rota:-
Isabel Page Jan 6™, Wendy Loasby Jan |3th, Lesley Stevenson Jan 20th,
Sally Genazini Jan 27th, Carol McCarthy Feb 3rd.

Thank you to all those who contribute week by week to the decoration of the church
with flowers.

A special thank you to Elaine Wheeler for coordinating the Harvest Festival team who
worked so hard on the Saturday morning:-
Wendy Loasby, Ruth Sibson, Hillary Cole, Philippa Seymour, Sally Genazzini and Carol
McCarthy for donating the plant and fruit.

Please call me if you would like to help on the flower rota or decorate the church for
Christmas, Liz Alexander; 333069



“All seems well...”

Luxembourg is a prosperous place, with one of the highest per capita
incomes in the world. It's a place of shiny cars and well-dressed people,
and expensive shops. It is a place where a lot of money is raised for
overseas charities. All seems well.

Seeming well is one of the things that people are good at here. However
not all actually is well, and every Christmas reveals some cases of acute
need, sometimes within our congregation and sometimes in the wider
English-speaking community.

Things go wrong for all sorts of reasons. Sudden job loss and/or family
breakdown (sometimes the two go together) can put young mothers and
children at urgent financial risk. Some families are burdened by immense
debts, very often through no fault of their own, and some people, especially
refugees lead lives which are very precarious financially.

As Chaplains Joan and | hear some heartbreaking stories throughout the
year and, by calling on one or two people within our congregation and
offering what some people spontaneously give us from time to time for this
purpose, we can sometimes provide some useful short-term support.

At Christmas time however we usually become aware of several more
cases of acute need. If you would like to help us meet some of the hidden
needs then please speak to me or Joan, or if you would prefer, place a
donation in a sealed envelope marked “for the Chaplain” and slip your gift
into the collection bag during the offering at Sunday worship.

Your help is very much appreciated.

Chris Lyon
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Sunday 2 December

9.30 am Holy Communion (Said)
[l am Holy Communion *
6.30 pm Advent Carol Service

Sunday 16 December
09.30 am Holy Communion (Said)
[1.00 am Family Carol Service

Sunday 23 December
09.30 am Holy Communion (Said)
[1.00 am Holy Communion *

Monday 24 December
Christmas Eve

4.00 pm Christingle Service
(for young families)
[1.30 pm Midnight Eucharist

Tuesday 25 December
Christmas Day
10.30 am Holy Communion

Sunday 30 December
09.30 am Morning Prayer (shortened)
[l am Morning Prayer (no choir)

Sunday 6 January

09.30 am Holy Communion (said)

Il'am Holy Communion (children’s
activities)

6.30 pm Epiphany Carol Service

* With choir and children’s activities

ADVENT,
CHRISTMAS

and
NEW YEAR

SERVICES
2007-8
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All services held at the
Konvikt Chapel,

5 Avenue Marie Théreése,
Luxembourg
Parking nearby or at
Monterey car park
See website
www.anglican.lu, email
office@anglican.lu or
phone 43 95 93




Advance Notice of a Retreat in the beautiful monastery at
Orval in Belgium.

What is a Retreat? It's a time which you set apart to spend time with God by
yourself, away from your normal work and activities. It’s time to unwind, relax,
think, pray and discover more about your spiritual life and where you might be
heading.

Sixteen places have been booked for the weekend of Friday 25 (late afternoon) —
Sunday (afternoon) 27 April 2008 at the Trappist Cistercian Monastery at Orval
in Belgium (about an hour’s drive from Luxembourg). Their website is
www.orval.be. It’s a beautiful place with individual rooms, a very large chapel
used by the monks for their daily offices and a smaller chapel of which we may
use for our own worship. There is a small oratory (quiet room for prayer),
covered cloisters and a communal dining room. The monastery is surrounded by
hectares of beautiful woodland and it has its own garden within the grounds in
which retreatants may walk.

The retreat will be led by Reverend Alison White from the Diocese of
Peterborough from where she works as a theological consultant, retreat leader
and spiritual director. Alison offered some inspiring input to the women clergy
of our Diocese at their recent conference in Geneva and we are privileged that
she is willing to travel to Luxembourg to be with us.

The weekend will offer a mixture of worship, addresses from the retreat leader,
times of silence, mealtimes, time to sleep or walk or just be and probably a more
sociable gathering in the evenings. Individual time to talk to Alison or Chris or
Joan will be offered if desired. It is not a time to catch up on your paperwork or
look through your holiday brochures.

Making a retreat for the first time can be quite a daunting prospect. All that
silence! What if | want to sleep all the time? Do | have to be thinking holy
thoughts? Will | get bored? Will | get the giggles during the silent meals? | had a
postcard from a friend in London who made her first retreat recently and who
had all these questions in her head. Her words on the postcard said: “Now, |
understand why they are so important. | feel very loved and spiritually
nourished.”

The retreat is intended for those who have never been on retreat before as well
as those who can’t wait to do it again. We encourage you to take some time to
care for your soul.

Please speak to Joan Lyon (43 95 93 or office@anglican.lu) if you would like to
find out more or book a place. Cost will be in the region of between 70 and 90
euros for the weekend. Places are limited but it may be possible to book a few
more rooms.



Invitation from ACAT
(Action by Christians Against Torture)

10 December 2007
International Day of Human Rights

“One world, a dream?”!
(official slogan of the Olympic Games in Pekin in 2008)

ACAT — Luxembourg invites you to participate in a meditation to mark the Day of
Human Rights, Monday 10 December at 18hI5 in the Eglise de la Trinité, rue de la
Congrégation. Reverend Joan Lyon will be offering a meditation with images on the text
of Isaiah 35: I-10.

Before this, we also invite you to join the Amnesty International demonstration: a
torchlit procession leaving from outside the Josy Barthel Stadium, route d’Arlon, at 17h
to reach the Place Clairefontaine at about |7h45.

Emmaus - the Way of Faith
Christian Basics Course continues....

We are nearly half way through the |5 week course on Christian Basics. The
second half will start on Tuesday |5 January at 8pm and the following sessions
will cover:

How Christians Grow
I5 January  Belonging to the Church
22 January  Sharing Holy Communion

Living the Christian Life
29 January  Living God’s way
|2 February Your money and your life
|9 February Learning to love
26 February Sharing the Faith

All meetings in the Vicarage at 8pm
If you have not been able to attend the first half of the course, you will be

welcome to join in after the Christmas break. Please speak to Chris or Joan (43
95 93) or email the office on office@anglican.lu.



ActionAid charity trekker comes home
by Jennifer Schofield

We did it! Twenty three trekkers, plus a fantastic local Maasai support team
trekked 85km in the Tanzanian bush over 4" days in early October. We raised
sponsorship of over EUR 130,000 for the charity ActionAid, so we were very
grateful to our sponsors and families who supported us!

Before the trek, we visited two primary schools and a water project at the
ActionAid development initiative in Narok, Kenya. Local staff showed us how
ActionAid money had built a kitchen and dining hall at one school. Previously
cooking was done in a hut over fires and the children sat outside in the blazing
sun. Now they have chairs and tables in a spacious, airy hall, and the kitchen has
large boilers, sinks and work surfaces. The hall also provides a meeting place for
community activities. The schoolchildren performed some wonderful singing and
dancing for us. They were keen to ask about life in Europe and show off their
English while we tried a few words in Swalhili!

At the water project nearby, pipes bring water over 42km from a spring near the
mountains to cattle troughs and a "’kiosk” where families from a wide area can fill
up water containers. They no longer walk great distances to fetch water for
themselves or their cattle. New irrigation channels water bananas and maize and
children can attend school now they no longer spend hours fetching water.

Part of my personal sponsorship total came from a T-shirt art project involving a
5th year primary class at the European school and the First Luxembourg Girl
Guides. LAB (www.labgroup.com), and their suppliers AMS Systems and Signtec
generously provided 50 T-shirts. The schoolchildren and Guides each sponsored
a T-shirt and decorated it with their own design. Luxair and Kenya Airways
carried the T-shirts as free baggage and the ActionAid staff and teachers
distributed them at the Narok schools. The T-shirt sponsorships alone raised
over EUR 300 for ActionAid.

All in all, the trek was positive in every way. We saw for ourselves that
ActionAid’s funds do reach the needy and can really change lives. We
experienced the responsible tourism of our UK based tour operator, Charity
Challenge (http://www.charitychallenge.com), which works closely with local
tourist operators, offering training and regular employment for locals on trips
such as ours. In addition, Charity Challenge ensures that the experiences are
positive for the local people by making a donation from the profits of each
expedition to a local community project.

All sponsorship from the trek will go to ActionAid’s Global Fund for worldwide
poverty relief work. For example, the total is enough to build and equip three
primary schools in Kenya or four drop in centres for Kandahar street kids in



Afghanistan offering vocational training, health and hygiene support, and basic
literacy. Thank you so much for your support!

http://www.myactionaid.org.uk/jschofield/footsteps-of-the-masaai

For more information about ActionAid contact Freya Paleit on
00 44 20 7561 7572, freya.paleit@actionaid.org or visit www.actionaid.org




Diocese in Europe
Archdeaconry of North West Europe Synod
Antwerp, 4 - 6 October, 2007

Work and Faith

Four of us from Luxembourg (Moira Hogg, Chris and Joan Lyon, and John Overstall)
spent time in Antwerp at the Synod which involved listening, group works, voting and a
dinner. About 60 people attended in total from the ten chaplaincies in Belgium, |3 in the
Netherlands and one in Luxembourg.

The Archdeacon (The Ven. Dirk Van Leeuwen) mentioned his visits to chaplaincies
(except Maastricht and Zwelle), increasing contact with churchwardens and the
ecumenical aspect of his work with the Catholic Apostolic Church, Old Catholics and
the Church of Sweden.

The Diocesan Bishop (The Rt. Rev. Dr. Geoffrey Rowell) spoke on The Spirituality of
Work. For him spirituality was the life of praying, the inner core of the Christian faith
and its relationship to God. He wondered whether work defined identity and spoke of
redundancy, the challenge of retirement and that work could become a burden. He had
just visited Armenia, Syria and the Lebanon with the Archbishop of Canterbury ( Dr.
Rowan Williams). They had had a conversation with President Assad which lasted 75
minutes and seen a memorial to the one and a half million Armenians who had been
massacred by soldiers of the Ottoman Empire in 1915-18.

After travelling and returning to his office there was always a pile of correspondence
and reading. Psalms in praise of God were important.

God created the universe and then rested. We were co-creators with God, made in his
image. He did not think that we were justified by faith or by works as salvation could
not be earned. A tally of a man’s achievements was not necessary for God. Some
working situations dehumanised people and wrecked family life. He thought of St.
Benedict’s view that “to work is to pray”, that work was an offering to God and that as
well as work, there was leisure, rest and recreation.

Paul Valler spoke on How to support Christians at work.

Mr. Valler had been the Finance Director of the Hewlett and Packard Group and is a
Teaching Elder at Finchampstead Baptist Church, Berkshire, with an itinerant preaching
ministry. His book, Get a life — winning choices for working Christians, is to be
published in spring 2008. He said there was much suppressed anger at work.
Forgiveness and an open and consistent Christian identity were essential. Each of us
should know his own story and faith journey, use effective working matters and spend
time in reflection and prayer. It was also important to know what were your non-
negotiables and try to have a low debt lifestyle. Some churches (All Souls, Langham
Place, London and the Brookside Community Church, Reading) held services which
focussed on work. During these services a number of people were interviewed and the
congregation asked to pray for them during the coming week.




The Revd. Victor Stock (Dean of Guildford since 2002) spoke on Work and Faith in the
City of London. He had been Rector of St. James, Friern Barnet, Middlesex, which had
been Maggie Thatcher’s constituency. He moved to St. Mary le Bow, Cheapside in the
City of London, where he served from 1986 to 2002 and during that time lived in the
Rector’s lodgings next to the church.

In Friern Barnet he had been governor of a school and responsible for the appointment
of a headmaster. He had organised an |8 month long introductory course to the
scriptures and group meetings once a fortnight involving National Heath Service staff.
These people were highly intelligent, humble, able to learn and very busy.

At St. James work was never discussed as it was a parallel universe. Golf, bridge, the
Daily Mail and Maggie Thatcher were higher on the Agenda than work. On Sundays
there were 5 services, often choral, as there were several choirs.

St. Mary le Bow, Cheapside was a city church. In 1986 there were no Sunday services.
The only service was a celebration of Holy Communion at lunch time on Wednesdays
(BCP 1662). Close to the city, a little to the east was the London Borough of Tower
Hamlets, where people lived, (population in 1991, 165.000) and which had the highest
morbidity rate in Western Europe. One of his parishioners, who worked in overalls as
an electrician for the local Tesco had been chosen as Mayor of Tower Hamlets and was
cheered by his fellow parishioners, who included City magnates AND Lords Mayor of
London.

Mr. Stock said that in 1986 St. Mary le Bow was not a religious sort of church but rather
one in purgatory (in a state of punishment and purification).

An earlier Rector, the Revd. Joseph McCulloch had commented that the church was
always talking and never listening. However Mr. McCulloch had started a series of
dialogues in St. Mary le Bow at lunchtime on Tuesdays which he had continued. One
speaker spoke from one of the two pulpits and the Rector from the other. An
unscripted debate took place under a crucifix which had been given by the people of
Germany to make amends after World War 2. Bernard Levin, a Jew and columnist for
The Spectator magazine had taken part in the dialogues and had been very much aware
that they took place under a cross.

These dialogues had been an introduction to a series of unscripted television broadcasts
with three speakers which he much enjoyed as did the public. From time to time, having
discovered who he was, cab drivers refused payment of his fare.

As Rector he found most institutions in the city welcoming and friendly. In trying to find
out about life and work he had been present at a surgery (with the consent of both the
patient and the doctor). The doctor saw 70 patients a day whereas on a busy day he
saw five.

In time the services of St. Mary le Bow came to include a Sung Eucharist on a saint’s day,
which lasted just forty minutes to allow worshippers to go back to their offices. There
was a service of worship in the early morning followed by a parish breakfast. He noticed
that however early he opened the church door people came to pray and to meditate.



Members of the City establishment might dislike or feel uncomfortable on meeting
clergy wearing sandals or having left wing views. However at formal dinners at which he
was asked to say a grace of his own invention they were tolerant and understanding.

He tried to make St. Mary le Bow an oasis of beauty and calm with space and time for
questioning and dialogue.

The church was packed on some weekdays (Ash Wednesday, Ascension Day, All Souls’
Day). Private confessions were made before Easter both by captains of industry and
others with different responsibilities. There was friendship and fun in the city with its
rehearsals and formal occasions as well as people who feared redundancy, suffered from
depression and stress and were in need of God’s love. Sometimes he felt he was a
chaplain to the powerful. He thought it essential when dealing with those in positions of
importance or influence to make them laugh rather than to attack them.

There had been debate and comment in the English Press about the proposed
consecration of a Canon of Southwark as a suffragan bishop in the diocese of Oxford.
The Canon had withdrawn his acceptance and had been made Dean of St. Albans. Mr.
Stock, now Dean of Guildford, had made his views known. They were not shared by an
evangelical vicar in Guildford. Before meeting with this priest, who had made some
public comments about the Dean’s views, he had been apprehensive as he had never
before had lunch with an Evangelical. They got on well and became friends.

He had taken a group of friends of Guildford Cathedral to Venice to look at the art and
architecture. The theme of work was not present in paintings there and in fact was non-
existent. As his mother might have said an opportunity had been lost.

Paul Valler spoke on Resilient Christian Identity. (His email is Paul-valler@hotmail.com).
Work involved an ability to perform, measurement and reward. However the whole of
one’s identity could be stolen by the job which gave acceptance, a feeling of success and
a sense of community. Management was too remote in some instances with the result
that the company did not remember the individual. We had to know who we were in
Christ and be secure with him. We needed courage to be authentic and what we really
were. We should remember the story of the widow’s mite and be aware that God was
in control. We needed to enjoy intimacy with God while being involved in the world.
The Bishop recalled a talk during a training course for newly appointed bishops which
pointed out that people were not clones but a mystery and members of God.

The Revd. Victor Stock spoke on Work and Faith in Guildford Cathedral.

Contact between a place, a church and the owners of the surrounding land might be
broken in a world of global institutions. At one time the land and buildings close to St.
Mary le Bow had belonged to banks or companies to whose directors access was
possible. This had changed for the land close to the church was owned now by a
Japanese bank whose directors were inaccessible and whose way of thinking might be
very different from those working in the city.

The Bible mentioned exile and sometimes there was a nostalgia for a distant past.
Perhaps it was not a surprise that after the Papacy had lost its territories in Italy in 1870



Pope Leo 13" elected Pope in 1878 and died 1903 drew up a syllabus of errors in an
attempt to define political and social questions. He encouraged the study of St. Thomas
Aguinas and was in favour of a just wage which allowed workers to live ‘in reasonable
and frugal comfort’. Mr Stock mentioned the comments of a verger at Guildford
Cathedral who said that the consequence of opening the south door was that people
would come into the Cathedral.

Business meetings.

Amongst the discussions was Luweero (Uganda) where a malaria reduction programme
was having an impact. More wells were being built and health workers supported. Fund
raising within the Archdeaconry needed more organisation as did the identification of
viable small projects on the ground. ! 550 was raised at an organ concert on Friday
evening (5 October).

The Archdeaconry said there were advantages in having an Archdeacon who was
freestanding and able to visit chaplaincies on a Sunday. There was a sense of losing a
congregation if the post was freestanding but a consequence was that more time was
available to visit.

The Bishop said that during his six years as diocesan all the Archdeacons had changed.
He was sorry that he could not give any timings for the succession to the present
Archdeacon and added that he would advertise only if resources were available.

Ann Turner (General Synod) asked that the summaries of debates and decisions in
General Synod should be spread and shared. At present the lay representatives were
Roger Fry (Madrid) and herself (Antwerp). The clergy had elected the Revd. Jonathan
Boardman (Rome) and the Revd. Deborah Mary Flach (Maisons-Laffitte). All had served
on General Synod since 2005.

Leadership Structure

It was hoped that the Church Commissioners would, at some future date, approve and
pay for a second suffragan Bishop. His travel expenses and his pastoral care and mission
went hand in hand.

It was hoped that the Diocese would find the necessary funds to pay for four
freestanding Archdeacons who would be able to carry out the daily supervisions of
chaplains.

An example of the need for free-standing Archdeacons was the request by a muslim
mayor in Turkey for an Anglican chaplain. The only person free and able to investigate
such a request was an Archdeacon.

Archdeaconry budget for 2008
After discussion and a vote the budget of the Archdeaconry of North West Europe for
2008 was approved. The total income ! 50,900. This figure includes ! 36,900 for the
Common Fund (72.5% of the total income) which has to be met by the chaplaincies.
Total expenditure is | 57,600. Almost all of the expenditure relates to the Archdeacon,



his travel and office expenses and secretarial assistance. The projected deficit for 2008 is
16,700.

Further information about the Archdeaconry Synod is available from the lay
representatives (Moira Hogg and John Overstall) and from the chaplains.

THANK YOU !

The final amount of money raised by the Big Curry Party on |4 October 2007 was
915.49 euros. This has now been sent to the Ahmednagar Hostel Project via
Anglicans in World Mission. Many thanks to all for a great evening.

"The British Embassy have sent us a letter of thanks for the sum of 395.52 euros
raised by our congregation for the Annual Poppy Appeal. These funds go towards
the work of the British Legion and a total of 809.92 euros will be sent by the Embassy
from the country of Luxembourg this year. Thank you for your support.”

A Thank You note has been received from ATD Quart Monde Luxembourg and
Le Foyer St. Joseph for the donations of groceries offered by our
congregation on Sunday |4 October 2007, Harvest Festival. They are very grateful
for our continuing support.

If you would like more information about this organisation and possible volunteering
opportunities, please look up their website www.atdquartmonde.lu.

The Konvikt editors wish you and your family have a very
happy, holy and safe Christmas time.
Many thanks for your contributions in 2007.
The next deadline is 20 January 2008.
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